
April 15,  2019 

Dear Wolcott Families: 

Spring is here! There is something exciting and hopeful as we gaze upon the grass becoming 

greener, flowers beginning to bloom, and the warmer weather. I hope this newsletter finds you 

excited about this season, too, and all of the year-end events this time of the year brings. 

Over the past month, Wolcott School remained a busy place! Our Game Night was well-attended by 

our families, and we thank the many teachers and staff members who joined in on the fun by calling 

out bingo numbers. We thank the PTO for planning the event, especially Tara Rubino for securing 

so many wonderful prizes for our winners! Our Wolcott Read-a-Thon, Talent Show, and Family 

Math Night also were successful, as we showcased and celebrated our students as readers, 

performers, and mathematicians. Please see some of the pictures taken at these events in this 

newsletter. 

The next few weeks also will prove to be busy, with our incoming Kindergarten screenings (April 

16-17th),  Bunny Bowl (April 18th), the author visit for friends in kindergarten through grade 2 (May 

3rd), and field trips to the middle schools relative to the upcoming transition for our grade 5 friends 

(May 3rd and 6th). Please continue to visit our website and listen to weekly Tuesday evening 

robocalls relative to dates and times of multiple events during the spring weeks. 

This season also highlights the efforts of various staff members at Wolcott:  Administrative 

Assistants Day (April 24th), Teacher Appreciation Week (May 6-10th) and Nurses Day (May 8th). We 

thank our kind and caring staff members for their skill, enthusiasm, and ever-present commitment 

to students and families. 

In this newsletter, you will find several articles containing important information, including special 

event dates and times, an excerpt from our Elementary Parent Handbook on the videotaping of 

students and staff, friendly reminders and information relative to fire and lockdown drills and Lost 

and Found items, and information about our final character choice of this school year (friendship) 

and the Buffy’s Best initiative that identifies and celebrates individual students demonstrating the 

Wolcott Way. Also, you will see information about our Welcoming Schools initiative and 

professional learning that our teachers are engaged in relative to eliciting and using evidence of 

student thinking. In addition, you will find some pictures of our Wolcott Read-a-Thon, Talent Show, 

and Family Math Night events. All of these events were a lot of fun, and we hope that you enjoyed 

them, too! 

 
Thank you for your continued contributions to Wolcott School and the partnership that we share 

with you to provide your children with a safe, inclusive, productive, and fun learning environment. 

 

-Scott 



Eagle’s Nest Donations 
 

We are looking to fill the Eagle’s Nest with spring and summer clothes. Please sort 
through your drawers, closets, and attic, and send in your best spring and summer pieces 
for our Wolcott students to enjoy! Sizes age 5 years and up (no preschool clothes) are 
preferred, and also sizes 12/13 and 14/16. Please sort through your bags before drop-
ping them off, and place your spring and summer donations in the waiting area. Thank 
you! 
 
The winter/fall clothes will be donated soon, please come take as many pieces as you 
want before they go. There are some really nice tops and pants available. Thank you for 
your support and generosity! 
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Calling All Children Eligible  

for Kindergarten in the Fall. 

If you have a child who will be five years 

old on or before Jan. 1, 2019, please call 

the school office at 860-561-2300 or 

email Heidi at,  heidi_eddy@whps.org so 

that we may add your child to our 

incoming Kindergarten list.   

Our fire and lockdown drills serve to 

assess our readiness for emergency 

situations, and we engage in these monthly 

drills to practice our responsibilities to 

ensure such readiness. Drills such as these 

inform students and staff and also serve to 

raise our collective level of comfort and 

confidence. We are proud of how our staff 

and students respond during these drills that 

promote safety and security. 

Our Lost and Found area continues to be 

housed in the cafeteria near the entrance. All 
unclaimed items are donated locally once a 
month to benefit those in need. 

April 16th & 17th  
(Tuesday and Wednesday) 
Incoming Kindergarten Screenings 
Various times 
 
April 16th (Tuesday) 
Board of Education Meeting 
7:00 
Town Hall (3rd floor) 
 
April 18th (Thursday) 
Wolcott Bunny Bowl 
1:45-3:00 
 
April 18th (Thursday) 
PTO Meeting  
(care for school-aged children provided) 
6:00-7:00 
HANOC (115 Hillcrest) 
 
April 19th (Friday) 
NO SCHOOL – Good Friday 
 
April 24th (Wednesday) 
Administrative Assistant Day 
 
April 26th (Friday) 
Whole School Town Meeting:  Friendship 
2:30-3:00 
Auditorium 
 
May 3rd (Friday) 
Author Visit for Kindergarten-Grade 2 
 
May 3rd & 6th (Friday and Monday) 
Grade 5 to 6 Middle School Transition 
Field Trip 
Bristow and Sedgwick Middle Schools 
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PowerSchool Parent Portal 

Setting up your Parent Portal account is easy! 

Instructions for setting up the portal account may 

be found at www.whps.org/parentportal.   By 

setting it up, you will be able to update your contact 

information, emergency contacts, and other forms 

electronically, which will provide more timely and 

accurate information to Wolcott. Thank you! 

 

 

We believe that it is vital for all students in West 
Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and 
effectively use digital tools that empower them in 
all phases of the learning process, including 
research, problem solving, content creation, 
communication, and collaboration. We also believe 
that we must be committed at all times to 
protecting students' privacy and providing them 
with a powerful and safe educational experience. To 
that end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow 
the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to 
promote the safety and security of all students and 
staff. 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law , we 
update online programs used within the district 
that house student data.  The programs may be used 
district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, 
or with individual students.  The list  will be 
updated each time the district enters into a new 
contract where student data is housed.   For more 
information on the specifics of Public Act 16-189 
and updates of vendor agreements, visit 
www.whps.org/pa189.” 

 

 

  
FROM OUR ELEMENTARY 
HANDBOOK 
 
From page 33:   
COMMUNITY RELATIONS:  
VIDEOTAPING OF STUDENTS/STAFF 
If any student is being filmed or videotaped 
and will be identified or a primary subject of 
the filming or videotaping, prior written 
consent shall be obtained from the student’s 
lawful custodian. Additionally, if a student is 
disabled or exceptional and if such student 
will be identifiable as such on the film or 
videotape, prior written consent to be so 
identified share be obtained from the 
student’s lawful custodian. 

 

 

 

    

http://www.whps.org/parentportal
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ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 

If your child that will be absent 
or tardy from school, please call 
our office at (860) 561-2300. If 

you are routed to our voicemail 

system, please press 1 to leave a 

recorded message that includes 
your child’s name and the reason 

for the absence. This procedure 
will eliminate inaccurate absence 

reporting in addition to unneces-
sary phone calls to your home. 
Thank you. 

 

   DISMISSAL CHANGES? 

 

We know that things come up 

which result in changes in 

afternoon dismissal plans.  Please 

do everything you can to avoid 

changes beyond the morning 

hours unless absolutely necessary.  

Please call the office at 860-561-

2300 as soon as you know a 

change has to be made. 

 

Paul Cryan is coming to Wolcott on 

April 16th and 17th 3:30-7:00.  If 

you are interested in having 

pictures taken, please use the link 

provided to sign up., thank you.  

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/

showSignUp/20f0d4dafac2ea2f49-

paul1. 

 



We thank our staff and families who were able to attend  

the first Wolcott Family Math Night! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Promoting Positive School Choices at Wolcott School 
 

 

We continue to utilize the Positive 

Behavior Interventions and Supports 

(PBIS) framework at Wolcott School in 

which we teach, model, practice, 

reteach, and celebrate the expected 

behaviors of being respectful, 

responsible, and ready to learn. This 

program is a critical component in 

creating a safe, healthy, and inclusive 

school environment. 

 

 

 

 

Currently we are learning the power and 

impact of our final character choice of this 

school year, friendship. We are reading the 

book, My Two Blankets, with an accompanying 

lesson taught in class. In this story, a girl 

named Cartwheel escapes from her war-torn 

country to a safer place, using her blanket as a 

means of comfort and refuge. She meets a new 

friend who brings her hope and joy, and 

together they learn the beauty and impact of 

friendship and kindness.  

 

 

Our Buffy’s Best program continues 

to highlight and celebrate students 

being respectful, responsible, and 

ready to learn. Over XXX Buffy’s 

Best awards have been given out! 

When you visit our school, please 

check out Buffy’s Wall next to the 

main office. Thank you for your 

continued support of this program 

that celebrates students! 



WOLCOTT READ-A-THON & FAMILY GAME NIGHT 



Congratulations to our Principals for the Day… 

Ka’ron Drunnamanio, Madison Kent, and Sawyer Matzinger!  

Their names were chosen in our Principal for the Day fundraiser. 

 

  



 
 
Have you heard about the Welcoming School Committee here at Wolcott?  We 
are committed to fostering home-school partnerships and opening the doors of 
opportunity to all students at Wolcott Elementary School. 
 
Join us in developing pathways and creating structures that support student 
growth academically, socially and emotionally. Our goal is to: 
 

 increase awareness of opportunities, 
 foster relationships to strengthen communication,  
 define and address the needs and barriers of our community, and 
 collaborate and problem solve to provide access for all. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about the Welcoming Schools Committee, 
please contact co-chairpersons Amy Fisher at amy_fisher@whps.org or 
Michelle Sebastianelli at michelle_sebastianelli@whps.org. 
 

It takes a village to raise a child. 
-African proverb 

 

mailto:amy_fisher@whps.org
mailto:michelle_sebastianelli@whps.org


We thank our friends from the West Hartford Cultural Council 

for bringing Mr. Karim Nagi and his program, Arabiqa, to 

Wolcott School in late February. A native of Egypt, Mr. Nagi is 

a drummer and folk dancer. Our students and staff learned 

traditional Arab music and dance at this assembly, and we 

thank Mr. Nagi for his time and teachings! 

 

 



Eliciting Student Thinking to Deepen Student Learning 
 
Teachers at Wolcott continue to 
engage in professional learning to 
impact their teacher practice and 
influence student achievement. 
One of the instructional priorities 
this year is eliciting and using 
evidence of student thinking. The 
topic is a vast one, and thus, 
teachers in this goal group have 
chosen an individual focus point 
for their work in the areas of feedback to students, developing student’s 
metacognitive abilities, and/or how they assess students. The group of teachers 
engaged in this particular instructional priority is a diverse one, including 
classroom teachers, special educators, music teacher, reading teacher, and 
reading specialist. Such a wide range of colleagues provides multiple 
perspectives that influence discussion, reflection, and the work. 
 
Some teachers have focused on increasing the amount of self-assessment and 
teacher feedback they do with students, who subsequently are creating their 
own rubrics and evaluating themselves and each other. This work provides a 
jump off point for students to understand their learning and how they are doing 
in the process of learning and understanding. Another teacher is working 
towards linking peer feedback and metacognition. Our special education staff, 
social worker, and school psychologist are focusing on what feedback looks like 
to students with different forms of communication and how executive 
functioning can affect a student’s understanding of their own learning. Our 
instrumental music teacher has created as system whereby students can 
observe their own performance through video and keep assessing their 
progress, development, and next steps for their learning. 
 
The focus on eliciting student thinking has encouraged our teachers to “dig 
deeper” into how students move through the process of learning, target the 
areas where they get off-track, and guide them through feedback towards 
ownership of their own learning (“driving their own brains”). We remain 
excited about this work and how it informs our teaching and student learning!  
 



www.WHSEPTO.org 
Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-SEPTO - Follow us on Instagram at @whsepto 

 
 

 

West Hartford Special Education PTO News 
March/April 2019 

 
 
Rita’s Celebrity Scoop Night to benefit WHSEPTO  
Wednesday, April 24th  
Join us at Rita’s, 1134 New Britain Ave in West Hartford for our annual Celebrity Scoop Night!  Celebrity 
scoopers include: School principals, State Police, West Hartford Police, AMR EMTs, and MORE to be 
announced.  A portion of the proceeds will benefit West Hartford Special Education PTO.  If you would 
like to be a celebrity scooper please contact Randi Leopold at randileopold16@gmail.com.   
 
 
2019 Silent Spring Fling Dance 
Saturday, May 11th 7-9:30pm | http://bit.ly/SilentTickets 
Elmwood Community Center, 1106 New Britain Avenue, West Hartford 
The West Hartford Special Education PTO (Parent-Teacher Organization) invites Students (typical and 
non-typical) from West Hartford and neighboring towns up to 21 years of age to join us for the 2019 
Silent Spring Fling.   
 
The Silent Spring Fling is a silent dance party experience designed specifically as an all-inclusive event 
including those with sensory sensitivities.  The DJ will spin two channels of dance favorites through 
wireless Bluetooth headphones allowing attendees to control their own volume levels.  If you don’t have 
headphones you won’t hear any music! 
 
Tickets are $10 each for students.  Parents are strongly encouraged to attend for free ($10 for 
headphones) and a parent lounge is provided for families to relax and connect with other members of 
their community during the event.  No babysitting or one-on-one assistance will be provided. 
 
Special thanks to our event sponsors:
Dr. Steven A. Fischman Orthodontics 
West Hartford Special Education Leisure Services 
Key Hundai 
JT Ghamo  
Family Resource & Development Center, LLC 
 

Primary Eye Care Center 
Harry’s Bishops Corner 
Planning Across the Spectrum 
West Hartford Little League 
The Miracle League of Connecticut

For more information contact us at info@whsepto.org. 

http://www.whsepto.org/
http://www.whsepto.org/


 
 
 

 

 

Join us for  
WH SEPTO’s   

 Celebrity Scoop 
Night! 

 

Wednesday, April 24th 
5pm-8:00pm 

at Rita’s of West Hartford  
1134 New Britain Ave 

West Hartford, CT 06110  
 

A Portion of Sales 
Benefit  

West Hartford Special 
Education PTO!  

 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO 
REGARDING ATTENDING “CELEBS!”  

 
 

 

 

West Hartford Special Education PTO (WHSEPTO) is a district wide Parent 

Teacher Organization that focuses on special education issues for all the children 

in our town from Pre-K – High School, at all of our schools.   

Our mission is threefold – to educate, advocate and network.   

Become a Member at WHSEPTO.ORG 



 

KidzWhiz Math Camp 
 

Does your child love math challenges?  Looking for a way to keep  

his or her creative thinking flowing over the summer?  KidzWhiz  

Math Camp focuses on the core topics from grade level curriculum  

with an extensive range of fun & exciting math activities designed to  

challenge students entering grades 1-3.  An academic learning  

opportunity, committed to enriching their love of mathematics.   

Camp classes are offered in an engaging group setting with hands-on 

mathematic activities.  Taught by West Hartford elementary school teachers 

who have several years of experience teaching a math enrichment program. 
 

Monday – Friday   

8:30-11:30 am 

Location:  Smith School 

Fee:  $175/session 
 

      Sessions: 
      June 24 – 28, 2019 Program #:  411542A 
       

      July 15 – 19, 2019 Program #:  411542B 
 

 

Register On-Line at  
www.westhartfordct.gov/leisureservices 

 

1) Click on the Link: Online Registration 
2) Enter Your User ID and Password (for help see forgot password tab) 
3) Type Program # in Activity Search Box 
4) Click on Shopping Cart to Enroll 
5) Select Family Member 
6) Proceed With Payment 

 

Town of West Hartford – Department of Leisure and Social Services 

860-561-7510 

Interested parties must register with Leisure Services before the start of class. 
Safety and Emergency Contact Information Required. 

(Form available during online registration process.) 

 

http://www.westhartfordct.gov/leisureservices


West Hartford Youth Baseball League: 

EMAIL: whybl@hotmail.com  

WEB: whybaseball.com 

PROVIDING THE BEST BASEBALL EXPERIENCES FOR 70 YEARS! 

Memorable baseball experiences for all age divisions! 

TRAINING  $50! INSTRUCTIONAL $75! MINORS MAJORS 

Players ages 4-6 

• Buddy requests 

• Tees/coach pitch 

• Introduction to baseball 

• End-of-year jamboree 

• Two days a week 

Players ages 7-8 

• Buddy requests 

• Machine pitch 

• Skill and team building  

• All teams make playoffs  

• Summer travel options 

Players ages 9-10 

• School-based teams 

• Kid pitch 

• All teams make playoffs 

• Play under the lights! 

• Summer travel options 

Players ages 10-12 

• Larger 50/70 field layout 

• Learn MLB-style rules 

• All-Team playoffs/All Stars 

• Play under the lights! 

• Summer travel options 

Recreational and competitive Travel teams 

Off season options at our own indoor baseball facility! 

Fair and balanced teams throughout the league 

Open to residents of West Hartford, towns bordering West Hartford, East Granby and Windsor 

Turning 13 after April 30th ?  Play WHYBL! 

 

W E S T  H A R T F O R D  Y O U T H  B A S E B A L L  

WHYBL All Stars Experience Dreams Park in Cooperstown, NY 



 
 

 
 

Interested in a non-traditional team sport for your Grade 3-12 child? Consider our 
youth cycling program! West Hartford ERRACErs Youth Cycling is affiliated with 
the CT Cycling Advancement Program (CCAP), a state-wide cycling league, and has 
MTB, road, and cyclocross programs available from March through December. 

All practices are held in local parks and away from traffic. NO EXPERIENCE is 
required to be a part of our program. Bicycle and helmet required to participate 
(contact us if you need a bike). Group practices begin in early May. 

We are now accepting new rider registrations for our summer road program. To 
register, please go to: https://www.bikereg.com/2019roadreg 

Also, feel free to follow us via Facebook.com/erracers or email your questions to 
erracers@gmail.com. 

All licensed coaches are USA Cycling Certified, have completed background checks, and received  SafeSport 
training. 

 

 

 

https://www.ctcyclingadvancement.org/
http://facebook.com/erracers
mailto:erracers@gmail.com
https://www.usacycling.org/
https://safesport.org/


SILENT SPRING FLING

Typical & non-typical 

students welcome. 

Bluetooth headsets allow 

individual volume control. 

Enjoy light refreshments.  

Parent lounge for adults to 

mingle

No babysitting 

One-on-one assistance 

will not be provided.

AN ALL  INCLUSIVE DANCE PARTY |  STUDENTS TO AGE 21

05.11.19

WEST HARTFORD SEPTO PRESENTS

SATURDAY | 7PM-9:30PM

BIT.LY/SILENTTICKETS

ELMWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER

TICKETS $10

INFO@WHSEPTO.ORG



WELCOME TO    

SUMMER WHEE 

The program would operate from 

Smith School for 6 weeks. We 

would swim at Kennedy Park 

and enjoy 3 field trips along with 

special theme days, sports and 

arts and crafts. 

The summer program would 

require a minimum of 15 

children enrolled per day in 

order for us to pay rent and our 

wonderful caring staff. 

We open at 7:30a.m. and close 

at 6:00p.m. and we have 

lowered the cost to an amazing 

$190.00 per week. 

 

E-mail any questions to 

wheeco425@gmail.com 

 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS 

APRIL 5, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   () Week 1: 6/17-6/21 Bowling 

Mini-Golf/Laser Tag                                  

    () Week 2: 6/24-6/28 Pizza  

             Party 

    () Week 3: 7/1,2,3 Happy 4TH of 

             July 

    () Week 4: 7/8-7/12 Movies 

    () Week 5: 7/15-7/19 Ice Cream 

               Week 

    () Week 6: 7/22-7/26 Quassy  

              Amusement Park 

Sign up for one, two, three or 

more weeks. 

Children who have completed 

kindergarten are eligible to 

attend. 

Child’s Name:___________________ 

Date Of Birth:___________________ 

Parent Name:___________________ 

Phone:__________________________ 

EMail:___________________________ 

School:_________________________ 

mailto:wheeco425@gmail.com

