
Greetings from the Principal                   April 18, 2019 

 

Happy Spring to all!  I hope that you enjoyed a wonderful vacation week with your family.  As we all anxiously await the 

arrival of warmer weather ,we certainly remain very busy and active here at Whiting Lane!   I would like to officially thank 

McKensie M, our  recent “Pr incipal for  a Day”.  McKensie’s schedule was packed with classroom observations and 

student interviews, as well as meetings with her teachers, security officer, and her curriculum specialist.  Her day culminated 

with hosting a student Birthday Celebration in the cafeteria.  In addition, she doled out several “Thinking Sheets” to her friends 

and talked about the importance of “making good choices”…;)  It was a pleasure to work with you, McKensie!   

 As you know, April is Autism Awareness Month, which holds a very special meaning for the Whiting Lane community.  We 

participated in the district wide collection of “Helping Hands” for a town hall display to raise awareness, which are highlighted 

in our new bulletin board in the main lobby.  Thank you to Alison Appel once again for her exquisite craftsmanship and artistic 

talent!  Lee Gluck, our library media specialist, has incorporated learning activities during library sessions to provide students 

with information about autism and to help raise awareness through videos, song and creative poster-making activities.  Whiting 

Lane recently participated in World Autism Awareness Day on April 2nd, showing our support to “light it up blue” to support 

research efforts for the cause.   

As we move into the month of May, careful planning for the 2019-20 school year will be underway.  This includes the class 

placement process.  Classes are created through countless hours of discussion and collaboration among the grade level teams as 

well as our special area and special education teachers, with valuable input from our clinical team and curriculum specialist.  

Our collective goal is to construct well-balanced classes across all grades, maximizing success levels for each individual 

student.  The criteria considered includes:  gender, student learning styles and interests, academic levels, social and emotional 

needs, and other related factors.  Your input is very valuable in this dynamic process and we welcome the information you 

would like to share about your child, including which type of learning environment you feel will be most beneficial to his/her 

success in school.  You are welcome to write a letter that identifies those elements.  I respectfully ask that you do not include a 

request for a specific teacher, as these requests will be disregarded.  I implore you to trust the process and have faith 

that, with all of the appropriate information obtained from the most important adults in your child’s life, the best possible 

decision will be made.  Please do not feel obligated to write a letter, but if you choose to it must be submitted no later than 

May 17th, to my attention.  In August, you will be informed of your  child’s class placement.  As always, I’d like to 

conclude by saying thank you for your support of our school and our continuous efforts to do what is best for kids, each and 

every day.  It is a true pleasure to work with you. 

 

Sincere regards, 

Karen 
Karen Kukish, Principal 

 
Whiting Lane School  47 Whiting Lane  West Hartford, CT 06119  Telephone 860-233-8541  Fax 860-236-9367  

 
 Ms. Karen Kukish, Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 5 Recognition 

Ceremony will be 

June 13th 

9:00-11:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear  Whiting Lane School Families- 

 

During the months of April and May, the 

West Hartford Public Schools will be admin-

istering the annual state assessments 

(SBAC) in English/Language Arts and Math 

to all students in grades 3-5. The state  

assessment results are one of many indica-

tors of student performance and growth. 

The results of these assessments inform 

our continuous work to enhance the West 

Hartford curriculum and improve  

instruction. 

KINDERGARTEN PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 

THURSDAY MAY 2ND 6:30-7:30 

The Rock and Run Pep Rally will take place on Friday 

April 26th in the gymnasium from 2:30-3:00. 

 

The Rock and Run fitness event will be Friday, May 

10th 12:00-1:15 during recess times on the track 

behind the school 

 

BRING YOUR SCHOOL SPIRIT!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join your friends at Dunkin Donuts Park on  

Friday, April 26th @ 7:05 

Support the band and choir as they perform at the 

start of the game and during the seventh inning 

stretch! 

Post Game Fireworks too!  
 

 



Apr 18 9-11:00   Gr 3 West Hartford  

      Symphony Orchestra-Conard 

 3:20-4:20 Hobby Quest-rm 3 

 6:45-7:45  Girl Scouts/Brownies/Jr-café 

 

 

Apr 19 

 

 

 

Apr 22  

 7:45-8:30 Gr. 4 Band 

 3:20-4:20 HWC-PR 2 

 

Apr 23 3:20-4:20 HWC-PR 2 

 3:20-4:20 Hobby Quest-rm 4 

 6:30-7:30 Gr 2 Brownies-cafe 

 

Apr 24 7:45-8:30 Gr 5 Band 

 6:00-7:00 Cub Scouts-café 

 

Apr 25 9:00-12:00 Gr 2-Roaring Brook 

 3:20-4:20 HWC-PR 2 

 3:20-4:20 Hobby Quest-rm 3  

 3:30-8:00 Paul Cryan Photos 

 

Apr 26 7:45-8:30 Gr 5 Strings 

 2:30-3:00 ROCK N RUN PEP RALLY 

 3:20-4:20 French Club-Rm 3 

 3:30-8:00 Paul Cryan Photos 

 3:30-5:00 NATURE FEST-LIBRARY 

 7:05  YARD GOATS GAME 

 

Apr 29 7:45-8:30 Gr 4 Band 

 9:00-1:45 GR 3 WESTMOOR PARK 

 3:20-4:20 HWC-PR 2 

 

Apr 30 3:20-4:20 HWC-PR 2 

 3:20-4:20 Hobby Quest-rm 4 

 3:30-8:00 Paul Cryan Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Nurse’s Day is  

Thursday, May 9th 

Please take a minute and thank 

our Karen Fiori for all she does 

for our school!! 

 

 

 

       Paul Cryan Photos will be taken on  

        April 25, 26 and 30th from  

              3:30-8:00pm. 

             Please sign up via 

                  Konstella 

    

    

If you know that your child will be late, 

Absent or  picked up early, please email his/her 

teacher as well as carmen_sanchez@whps and  

shannon_moore@whps.org 

This ensures that the office is aware. If there 

is a substitute teacher, he/she is unable to 

check the teacher’s email 



NATURE FESTIVAL 

FRIDAY APRIL 26TH 

 

3:30-5:00 

IN THE LIBRARY  

COURTYARD 

Whiting Lane will be celebrating our teachers  

during Teacher Appreciation Week from  

April 29-May 3rd 

Please check your child’s backpack for special  

Instructions that week 

About how to thank their teacher!! 

FROM THE HEALTH ROOM 

GRADE 5 GIRLS-SCOLIOSIS SCREENING 
 

From April 23-25, the school nurse will begin the postur-

al screening of Grade 5 girls during their physical educa-

tion classes. The screening is done to assess the sign of 

spinal curvature in its earliest stages.  

The girls who have a  

questionable case of scoliosis (side to side curvature) or 

kyphosis (a forward bend of the thoracic spine) will be 

assessed by the school medical advisor. If the medical  

advisor determines that further evaluation is necessary, 

a referral will be sent home.  Girls will be screened  

individually and privately. Girls are encouraged to wear a 

tank top, camisole or sports bra under their T-shirts. 

Please call the school nurses if you have any questions 

about this process at 860-989-5860. 

 

Karen Fiori, RN 

Whiting Lane School 

 

SPRING CONCERT 

TUESDAY, MAY 14TH 

BAND, ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR 

 

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED  

FLYER FOR MORE INFORMATION! 







































Public Act 16-189 

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effec-
tively use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem 
solving, content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at 
all times to protecting students' privacy and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. 
To that end, the West Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote 
the safety and security of all students and staff. 

In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used within the district that house stu-
dent data. The programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of classrooms, or with individual 
students. The list will be updated each time the district enters into a new contract where student data is 
housed. For more information on the specifics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of vendor agreements, visit 
www.whps.org/pa189 




