
Dear Charter Oak Families: 

 

We are days away from our Parent-Teacher Conference Week that for us, at Charter 

Oak, means Student-Led Conferences. For those who are not familiar with this format, 

you are about to experience a true cornerstone of an IB education. In this model our 

students are at the center of the conference and present to you an update on their 

progress, identifying areas of strength, areas in need of attention, and goals for the next 

few months. This is a unique opportunity for the children to practice, in an authentic 

setting, their communication skills. But it is also a time for them to reflect on their own 

work with the guidance and support of their teachers. I hope you enjoy the process and 

feel proud of your children’s work. Thanks for supporting them and please make sure 

you check the revised schedule for the week since dismissal time is affected on most 

days. 

 

Also, as we approach the holiday season we need to give special attention to food. 

Please remember that all classrooms are peanut/nut free. Any food sent in for your 

child’s snack or for a teacher-approved classroom celebration or learning activity MUST 

be peanut/nut free. In addition to this, and in the interest of providing a healthy 

environment for our children (as our Elementary Handbook states) we are encouraging 

only healthy choices in the foods and beverages that children consume while in school. 

If you are sending in food for your child’s snack, lunch or special occasion, please keep 

this policy in mind and check with your child’s teacher, our nurse, or any of us to 

determine appropriate options. 

 

Finally, it seems that the weather is already starting to get chilly. Make sure that your 

children are appropriately dressed to spend time outdoors during recess. Warm clothes, 

gloves, hats, and boots are required during winter months. With temperatures going 

down it is extremely important that students are not dropped at school before the time 

doors open, at 8:20 for everybody and at 8:05 for students eating breakfast in the 



cafeteria. Only students with pre-arranged and supervised activities can enter the 

building before those times. 

 

Here at Charter Oak, we all look forward to seeing you at this coming Conference 

Week. My sincere gratitude for your partnership and for giving us the chance to work in 

this wonderful community. 

 

Juan Melian 

Principal 

 


