
 February 14, 2019 

A Message from the Principal… 

Dear Braeburn Families and Friends, 

Well, it looks like the snow has finally decided to fall from the sky and remind us that we are still in the winter sea-
son!  I look forward to seeing our students outside during recess having fun in the winter blanket that covers our 
campus at the moment, just need the ice to melt.  As a reminder if the wind chill is below 20 degrees Fahrenheit 
we will have indoor recess for student safety. The month of February has already provided us with many reasons 
to celebrate, including our 100th day of school!  Our Kindergarteners paraded through the building with the most 
creative and imaginative hats! Our other learners were busy, busy, busy counting, sorting, predicting and creatively 
writing. What a fun day to celebrate our learning and tie in many mathematics skills and concepts along the way! 

Reading is often a focal point next month, however I wanted to provide some tips to encourage reading to be at 
the forefront all year long.  Here they are: 

Always have books on hand. Keep a book in your bag or your car’s glove compartment so your child can read in 
the car, or while waiting in line at the grocery store. Make regular trips to the library, and keep an eye out for books 
at bargain sales or garage sales. Or, consider holding a “book swap” with neighbors and friends. For birthdays or 
holidays, give your child new reading material. 

Keep it up. Find ways to encourage your child to pick up new reading material to read once one book is finished. 
For instance, introduce him or her to a series or ask your librarian for books by the same author. Draft a “to-read” 
list that your child can check off.  Consider subscribing your child to a magazine for kids. 

Focus on their interests. Encourage your child to check out books from the library that feature characters or topics 
he or she is interested in. Whether it’s NASCAR to NASA, the topic doesn’t matter (as long as it’s age-
appropriate), as long as your child is reading. 

Read out loud together. Schedule time to read aloud together, taking turns to read passages. Invite your entire fam-
ily to participate. Use different voices for different characters, or invite your child to make sound effects for the 
story. 

Make it a routine. Consider how to make reading habitual. Your family could have a weekly read-aloud session, or 
you and your child could read each night before bed. 

Be a patient listener. No matter how slowly your young learner reads, avoid finishing sentences for your child. 
Gently correct mistakes, sound out words together, and let your child know you’re proud. 

Cut the distractions. During reading time, turn off  or put away electronic devices. Make sure you follow the rule, 
too. 

Ask questions. Ask your child about what he or she is reading in school or what you are reading together. Try 
open-ended questions such as, “Why do you think the character did that?,” “What would you do if you were in 
that situation?,” or “What do you think will happen next?”  

 

 

 



 

 

Read beyond books. Invite your child to read menus, greeting cards, movie listings, newspaper comic strips, or 

directions to a destination. Word recognition is an important step for reading fluency, so consider using strips 

of paper and tape to label everyday objects in your home to boost your child’s familiarity with words. 

 

On the academic front, students continue to impress with their inquiry especially in science.  Units on force 

have students investigating different materials and what variables impact their distance travelled.  Our writer’s 

workshop is moving forward steadily and the level of engagement is always amazing. In fourth grade our stu-

dents are beginning to explore their first research project on Connecticut.  The research is guided and students 

will be working closely with their teachers and our Library Media Specialist to learn about reliable sources, find-

ing supportive details and more! 

As we all bundle up during these frosty days, please take the time to stop in and check the lost and 

found!  Many times students are so excited to get back to work that a mitten may wander or a hat may fly loose. 

A perfect time to stop in is during our March parent conferences which will take place on the 5th, 6th, 7th & 

8th.  Please look for more information coming home from your teacher regarding a specific date and time. 

During the upcoming months, the secondary mathematics department supervisors at our middle schools will 

collaborate with elementary staff to develop math course placement recommendations for incoming sixth grad-

ers. West Hartford Public Schools strongly believe that, as students transition to middle school, each of our stu-

dents must be placed into a nurturing environment where students will be effectively challenged and will be suc-

cessful. Teachers will provide input regarding current student progress in Grade 5 mathematics including stu-

dent performance on standardized measures, motivation, and use of higher order thinking skills. Placement rec-

ommendations will be determined later this spring, and a letter will be sent to parents/guardians by mail by June 

1 with additional information from the middle school math department supervisors. 

 

As always it is a joy to work with such a dedicated staff and superstar students. 

 

 

Yours, 

Jeffrey F. Sousa 

Jeffrey F. Sousa 

 



        

 

CURRICULUM CORNER 

 

Helping Your Child Learn Basic Math Facts 

I think we all can remember back to our elementary school days and trying to learn our basic math facts.  For 

those of us with strong memories, this may not have been a difficult task, but others may have struggled to re-

member them.  Research tells us that although some students make sense of math concepts on their own, oth-

ers struggle to connect meaning to basic math facts. Mastering basic math facts gives children a strong founda-

tion for more complex math skills and procedures 

 

Memorizing math facts helps us to speed up math tasks.  Stopping to try to figure out the math fact disrupts the 

flow of the  problem solving process.  Mastering basic math facts also helps students to be able to do real world 

tasks, such as quickly  figuring out how much two candy bars cost, finding the total score in a board game or 

figuring out how many of the dozen cookies they can eat so that there will be some left for the other members 

of the family.   

 

You can make the process of learning math facts easier for your child by doing the following: 

*      Play math fact games with a basic deck of cards.  Turn over two cards and ask your child to add the 

total.  Or if in grade 3 or above, ask them to multiply the numbers on the two cards.  You can also use 

dominoes and/or dice and follow the same steps. 

*      Group similar facts together  - begin with teaching children facts that are one more and two more      

(7 +1, 9+1, 7+2, 9+2)  Once they have mastered these, move on to one less or two less (6-2, 10-2). 

*      Next, move on to facts that add and subtract 0 

*      Teach facts that add 10 in the next grouping (10+8, 8+10)  

*      Group double facts together (i.e. 4+4, 6+6).  Once your child knows the double facts, move on to the 

doubles plus one facts so that they can take what they know about doubles and just add one more      

(i.e. 4+5, 6+7).   

*      Finally, explore facts with a sum of ten (7+3, 6+4 etc.) 

Grouping facts together versus teaching all of one fact together gives children a better conceptual                  

understanding of the math that they are learning. 

 

Please feel free to contact me or your child’s teacher for more tips on how to teach math facts at home! 

 

Ellen Cercone 

Curriculum Specialist  



 

 

  BRAEBURN CALENDAR 

 

 

DATE    TIME    EVENT 

Fri., Feb 15        Beach DEAR day  

    7:45-8:30 am   Choir Rehearsal - Grade 5  

                                       Mon., Feb 18-Tues., Feb 19    Winter Recess    

Wed., Feb 20   2:00-3:00pm   Chess Club 

Thu., Feb 21   7:40-8:30 am   Advanced Band Rehearsal  

Fri., Feb 22       Fitness Friday  

Sat., Feb  23    7:00-9:00 pm   Wolfpack Braeburn Night  

Tue., Feb 26   7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal - Grade 4  

Wed., Feb 27   6:00– 7:30 pm   Multicultural Night  

Thu., Feb 28    7:40-8:30 am   Advanced Band Rehearsal       

Fri., Feb 29    7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal - Grade 5  

Tue., March 5 – Fri., March 8  Parent – Teacher Conferences  

Fri., Mar 1   10:00-10:25 am  Principal’s Coffee  

Mon., Mar 4   7:40-8:30 am    Band Rehearsal- Grade 4  

Tue., Mar 5    7:45-8:30 am    Choir Rehearsal - Grade 4  

Wed., Mar 6        Family Fun Night- No Homework/Electronics  

    2:00-3:00 pm    Chess Club 

Thu., Mar 7   7:40-8:30 am    Advanced Band Rehearsal  

 

          













 

 

  

  

  

 

Beach DEAR Day!     

         

 

In February, Braeburn students will hang out at the “beach” and READ.  

On February 15, 2019 , all students and staff  members at Braeburn will 

stop, drop and read… together!  Our entire school, staff  and students, 

will participate in DEAR (Drop Everything and Read).  Students don’t 

know when D.E.A.R will begin so they must carry a book everywhere on 

that day (except lunch and  recess). We’re pretending to be deserted on a 

private beach with the sun and waves crashing next to us as we read.  We 

encourage students to dress in their (warmest) beach attire, sunglasses, 

flip flops and beach hats.  Students will carry their books and maybe a 

beach towel to sit on.   

Students never know when DEAR will be called.  Maybe your child will 

be in his or her art class or in the gym or in the hallway… you never 

know. 

If  you’re visiting Braeburn on February 15, bring your book and beach 

towel  too.  You might be a part of  our second D.E.A.R day of  the year!! 

 









                                                                                                        February 2019 

       

Dear Braeburn Parent, 

The cafeteria offers the choice of  breakfast to students each morning. As they enter 
the building, students can pick up their breakfast and enjoy it in the cafeteria. 

Breakfast is served each morning in the cafeteria, starting at 8:20 AM.  

A complete meal is just $1.25 (student price) includes entrée, 1 or 2 servings of  
fruit including fresh fruit, dried fruit, or 100% juice, and low fat milk.   

If  you are approved for free or reduced-price lunch, you automatically qualify for 
breakfast at no charge.   

      

Hot and cold selections served daily such as: 

Cereal, yogurt, egg and cheese sandwiches.  

Whole grain bagels, muffins and breakfast bars.  

Milk and fruit with every meal. 

 

    Research shows that kids can focus and learn better if  they've eaten breakfast. 

  

  

  

 

Monthly Lunch Menu 
Please visit the WHPS website for our 

monthly lunch menu at: 

http://www.whps.org/page.cfm?

p=2084 

Follow us on Instagram! 

https://instagram.com/scholarleader?r=nametag  

mailto:maryellen_diot@whps.org
mailto:maryellen_diot@whps.org
https://instagram.com/scholarleader?r=nametag


INCLEMENT WEATHER SCHOOL 

CLOSING & DELAYS 

The following radio and television stations 

will carry the necessary information about 

late openings. 

TELEVISION STATIONS: 

Channel 3, 30 & Ch. 5 Cable Access 

INTERNET: 

www.whps.org 

RADIO STATIONS: 

WTIC 1080 AM      WKND 1480AM 

WHCN 105.9 FM       WKSS 95.7 FM 

WRCH 100.5 FM     WRYM 840 AM 

REMINDER: Whenever there is a delayed open-

ing, ALL morning activities such as Choir, Band, etc. 

are cancelled. 

EARLY DISMISSALS: It is very important that 

you review early dismissal emergency procedures with 

your child. 

It is appreciated if  you use one or 

all of  the above sources to keep 

updated on the latest information 

regarding school delays and  

closings. 
WHEE is also delayed by the same amount of 

BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION 

No supervision is provided on the grounds 

until 8:20 a.m.  Please be sure to be informed 

of  the latest information regarding delayed 

opening using the sources above. 

Thank you for your continued support for 

the safety of  your children! 

EMERGENCY EARLY CLOSING 

In the event of an emergency early closing, these are 

the early closing times for ALL days of the week. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL       11:45 am 

Middle School     11:00 a.m. 

High School      10:30 a.m. 

 Give your children 3 to 5 homes to go to in the 
neighborhood, in a certain order. 

 Walkers will walk and busers will board 
buses 

 Show them where an extra house key is kept. 

 Remind your child to go to the designated 
neighbor, but then be certain to leave a note for 
you (on the back door or in the mailbox) as to 
where they are staying. 

We suggest that you walk through a simulation 

with your children to give them the experience in a 

non-threatening situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR RECESS POLICY 

The recess policy dictates that all students will go 

outside for recess if the temperature is 20 degrees 

or above.  Students should be appropriately 

dressed to spend time outdoors during recess.  

Warm clothes, gloves, hats and boots are required 

during the winter months. 

Children well enough to come to school should be 

well enough to be outside during recess.  Excep-

tions for medical reasons may be granted on a indi-

vidual basis. 

In the event of inclement or severely cold weather, 

outdoor recess will be canceled. 

REMINDER: 

In the event of any early dismissal, 

WHEE is not in session. 

When afternoon activities are canceled:    

*WHEE will not be open. 













 

Update on Privacy Law - Public Act 16-189  

We believe that it is vital for all students in West Hartford Public Schools to be able to efficiently and effectively 

use digital tools that empower them in all phases of the learning process, including research, problem solving, 

content creation, communication, and collaboration. We also believe that we must be committed at all times to 

protecting students' privacy and providing them with a powerful and safe educational experience. To that end, 

the West Hartford Public Schools follow the legal requirements of Public Act 16-189 to promote the safety and 

security of all students and staff.  In compliance with Connecticut State Law, we update online programs used 

within the district that house student data. The programs may be used district-wide, in a very small number of 

classrooms, or with individual students. The list will be updated each time the district enters into a new contract 

where student data is housed. For more information on the specifics of Public Act 16-189 and updates of ven-

dor agreements, visit www.whps.org/pa189. 

Jared W. Morin, Ed.M. 

Director of Technology Services 

Town of West Hartford & West Hartford Public Schools 

  

  

  

 FROM THE NURSE: 

Please note the nurse’s direct phone number. 

Please recognize this number as the school nurse. 

860-929-5459 

(She does not call from Braeburn’s main number) 

  

Next Edition will  be the Sunflower Light Thursday, February 28  

http://www.whps.org/pa189
http://www.whps.org/pa189



